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.Received April 3, 1767, 

XXIII. A Letter to Dr. William Watfon, 
F. R. S. from the Hon. Dairies Barrington, 
F. R. S. on fome partiluiar Fifh found in 
Wales. 

Dear Sir, 

Read April 9, ‘'gNT'NOWING your attention to every 
*7 67 " thing which relates to any branch 

of natural hiftory, I fhafl not make apologies for 
fending you an account of the following particulars 
with regard to perch in a pool of Merionethfhire j 
and trout, which are found in a river of Cardigan (hire. 

The pool is fituated- in the parilh of Trawfvynnyd, 
and is called Llyn Kaithlyn ^ as it does not lie near 
any road, a common traveller cannot hear any thing 
about it, but by very extraordinary acccident. 

Having been informed by Mr. Garnons of 
Riwgoch, who lives near this pool, that perch were 
frequently caught there, which were crooked near the 
tail, I have - , through him, procured fifh of this fort 
at three different rimes j as I intended to preferve 
them in fpirits, I have always defiled that they fhould 
be of a fmall fize. 

Thefe fifh were all of them moft apparently 
crooked in that part; which appears ftill ftronger 
(as I am informed) in thofe of a larger fize, and 
fome of them have been taken of nearly two 
pounds. 

2 I have 
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I have never examined the back bone of thefe 
perch, hut I have now by me that of one of the 
trout (which I mean likewife to give you an account 
of): this bone, any one may immediately fee, differs 
moft apparently from that of a common trout, 
or any other fifh, by its being crooked near the tail. 

I have therefore no doubt but that the back bone of 
thefe perch will turn out to be equally crooked. 

Thefe fifh are not only crooked near the tail, and 
for about one third of the whol6 length of their body;, 
there is likewife a very remarkable protuberance on 
each fide, which I have opened with a knife, but did 
not obferve it to differ materially from other parts of 
the flefh. 1 have likewife eat thefe perch, and fhould 
not, by the tafte, have diflinguifhed them from the 
common ones of the fame kind. 

I happened likewife (after thefe inquiries with 
regard to the perch of Llyn Raithlyri) to hear of 
trouf, which were crooked in the fame part, faid 
to be peculiar to the river Eynion in Cardiganfhire, 
which is a fmall brook, that empties itfelf into the 
Dovey, near Egglwys Vach, and is on the road from 
Machentleth in Montgomeryfhire, to Talypont in 
©ardiganfhire *. 

* In Dalekarlia, a province of Sweden, near Fahlun, are two 
finall lakes, famous for the fingular fhape of the perch, where¬ 
with they abound. Thefe perch, grow to the common fize, and 
are of a good tafte, but they have all a hump on their back. This 
peculiarity is taken notice of inLinnaei FaunarSuecica,f p. ii8. 
The country people in the neighbourhood imagine that it may be 

occafioned by the quality of the water in thofe lakes, which 

• 

t.In ftagnis Fahlun^hujus-pifch (Percae) varietas eft, quae fpina recurva, & corpora 
cmnino gib bo, frequens reperitur^ 

I. have- 
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I have procured at two feveral times fpecimens of 
thefe trout like wife, and have one now by me in 
fpirits. They are crooked in the fame manner near 
the tail} but, as the make of a trout is more taper 
than that of a perch, the curve does not appear fo 
Wrongly : no one, however, who looks at them with 
any degree of attention, can have the leaft doubt of 
their differing moft materially, from other fifh of the 
fame kind. 

Thefe trout are caught, only in a fmall bafon of 
perhaps eight or nine feet deep, which the river 
Eynion forms after a fall from the rocks. I have 
been informed, that, in a calm day, you may often 
fee them in this bafon it hath fo happened that a 
good deal of wind hath ruffled the furface, when I 
have examined it. 

I have only to add to thefe particulars, that, by very 
accurate accounts from thofe, who have caught both 
the perch and trout, it is not above half of thefe fifh 
which are thus crooked; and that the others do not in 
any refpedt differ from the common ones of thefe two 
forts. 

As I have often obferved that the exiftence offuch 
fifh was doubted by the Welfh themfelves, till I bad 
procured thefe fpecimens, it hath occafioned my 

might probably be impregnated with fome mineral fait, efpecially 
as they are fituated near the largeft copper mine in Europe. 

Dan. Solander. 

There is no copper mine near Llyn Raithlyn, or the river 
Eynion. 

Daines Barrington. 

inquiring 
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inquiring with regard to monocular fi£h, which 
are feid by Giraldus Cambrentis, to be found in 
the lakes of Snowden, and from whom I lhall 
tranfcribe the whole paflage; 

“ In fummis autemmontium iftorum verticibus, 
** duo lacus reperiuntur, fui non indigni admirati- 
“ one: alter enim infulam habet erraticam, ad oppo- 
“ litas plerumque partes errabundam; alter vero mlro 
“ & inaudito miraculo pollet, quia cum triutn gene- 
“ rum pifcibus abundet, anguillis, truths, & perchiis, 
“ omnes in eo pifees monoculi reperiuntur, oculum 
“ dextrum habentes, & finiftro carentes: li rei tarn 
“ novae, tamque jftupendae rationem fcrupulofus ledor 
“ efflagitet, affignare non prasfumo.” Giraldus 
Cambrenfis, lib. ii. cap. io. 

This writer was Archdeacon of Brecknock, 
and attended Baldwin Archbilhop of Canter¬ 
bury, in a progrefs which he made in the year 
1188 through South and North Wales, to recom¬ 
mend a collection for a crufade which was then in 
agitation. 

We have no account of any part of England nearly 
lb ancient, Leland’s Itinerary having been undertaken 
only in the reign of Henry the VUIth: it is not 
however merely the antiquity of the work, which 
Ihould recommend Giraldus-’s obfervafions to the 
perulal of every Englifh reader; they are at the feme 
time very entertaining, nor. is the latinity contempt- 
able. 

Giraldus hath in common with other ancient 
travellers been confidered as taking the liberties, with 
which they have been fo frequently charged. For my 

own 
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town part the laft undoubted difcovery of the Patago¬ 
nian giants, mentioned, but not credited in any 
previous account, will teach me not to dHbelieve entire¬ 
ly what is not 4 contradiction, on the very date of it. 
I therefore do not abfolutely difbelreve Mr. Grofe’s late 
defcription of pigmies- which are found in a foreft of 
the Carnatic, though I admit fuch faCts require the 
dronged tedimony before one fhoold give a complete 
affent. In fhort, I am neithel for implicit belief or 
difbelief of fuch extraordinary fails; and it is remark¬ 
able that Aridole, in his account of a nation of pig¬ 
mies, fays, “ this is not a fable, but a truth.” 

E<r< Se o roTTog cures, ''wsoi ov ol Tlvf^ciiot KdTOixovtrw' cu 
lyu/) eft touts fxvQoSt ctXhce, xct]et Ttjv oc\rfiaa,v, ysvof [u- 

xqov [Mv (atrTreg As yijou'), xat otvjsi, j tui oi Imrou Arid, de 
Mat. anim. i. viii. cap. 12. 

But to return to the extradl from Giraldus which 
hath been looked upon as one of the mod glaring 
falfities, in this traveller. 

It will appear to any one who reads the whole of 
his Iter, and is at all acquainted with the geography of 
the country, that Giraldus (who was a native of 
Pembrokefhire) never was himfelf in thefe mountains 
of Snowden ; he had therefore only picked up this 
account, from fome of the inhabitants of the towns, 
through which the Archbifhop pafled, who them- 
felves probably received it from, mountaineers. 

There are few inhabitants of the principality, who 
have ever been in this trad of mountains; and I, who 
have been in mod parts of them, have always been 
informed, at my fetting out, that the roads were 
nearly unpaffable. 

Upon 
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Upon thefe occafions, I have frequently inquired 
whether there was any fuch notion or tradition 
amongft the mountaineers, with regard to monocular 
fifh, and have found, that it is fuppofed there are 
fuch in a pool called Llyn y Cwn, which indeed I have 
never feen; but, by the belt accounts I can procure, 
it is high up the Glyder mountain, which forms the 
oppofite fide of the vale of Lanberris to Wyddva, 
or the higheft part of Snowden. 

I have, by means of an interpreter, examined fome 
of thefe mountaineers very particularly with regard to 
this point. One of them told me that, though he 
had often heard of thefe monocular fifh, yet he had 
feen two or three taken by an angler in Llyn y Cwn, 
which did not feem to differ from common trout; 
and indeed the fifh of that lake are Seldom caught, 
as they are of very difficult accefs, and have no extra¬ 
ordinary charader either for goodnefs or fize. 

Mr. Hughes (of Penrhyn in Carnarvonshire) having 
known that 1 had a curiofity with regard to thefe ex¬ 
traordinary fifh, fent me over laft fummer a moun¬ 
taineer, whofe account of them I took down by means 
of an interpreter, and fend you herewith. 

“ Thomas William, of the parifh of Lanleched, 
taylor, aged 51, remembers one Daniel Pritchard of 
« c Comb Cloran, yeoman, who was near 100 years 
“ of age, and died in 1764. This Daniel Pritchard 
u told him (about nineteen years fince), that he 
« caught a trout at Llyn y Cwn with one eye only in 
“ the forehead, and that the head was thicker than 

M the heads of trout commonlv are. He added alfb, 

* * 

“ that William Robert, a fuller, had heard the fame 
M ftory from Pritchard : Thomas William himfelf, 
Vol. LVII. E e €( however 
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** however informed me, that he had been filhing in 
** this pool, but never caught a trout of this extraordi- 
“ nary kind. He had likewife fiffied in Llyn March* 

“ leyn, and Llyn Boehlwyd, and though he caught 
“ fome fifh with crooked backs, never took any that 
“ had but one eye. He concluded his account by 
« faying, that there is a brother-in-law of Pritchard 
«* now alive, who will confirm Pritchard’s teftimony j 
<* and that it is generally believed in Lanleched 
«* pariffi, there are fiffi which have but one eye, in 
** fome of the pools of the neighbouring mountains.” 

If by this 1 have not eftabliffied the exigence of 
fuch monocular fiffi in the Carnarvonffiire lakes, I 
hope you will at lead; think that Giraldus’s account is 
not to be fo immediately rejected as impoflible, efpe- 
cially when I fend you an extradl from the Hiftory 
of the French Academy of Sciences, which contains 
the following proof of nearly as extraordinary fiffi in a 
lake of France. 

“ Monfieur le Marquis de Montalembert a fait a 
4t l’Academie l’obfervation fuivante. Dans la fontaine 
du Gabard en Angoumois, on peche fouvent des 
««■ brochets aveugles, & jamais aucun qui ne foit 
“ borgne, Ceux qui ne font que borgnes, le lbnttous 
de i’oeil droit, & dans ceux qui font aveugles on voit 
«* aifement que l’oeil droit a ete attaque le premier, 
«* & eft beaucoup plus endommage que 1’autre*. 
“ Cette fontaine eft une efpece de gouffire, dont on ne 
“ peut trouver le fond; plufieurs petites ifles de 
“ rofeaux, qui flottent a fa furface, empechent qu’on 
“ ne puilfe fe fervir de filets, pour y pecher, ce qui 
** rend cette peche tres longue, & tres difficile. 
“ M. de Montalembert fut aftez heureux pour at- 

“ traper. 


1 
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« traper tin jeune brochet, qui effedtivemeut fe trouva 
1( borgne du cote droit. Ce qu’il y a de fingulier 
“ c’eft que cette fontaine fe decharge par un aflez 
“ grosruifleau dans la LifTonne, & que malgrd cette 
“ communication, qui eft tres facile, les gens dtt pa'is 
•** aflurent qu’on ne prend jamais dans cette riviere de 
* c brochets borgnes, ou aveugles, & qu’on n’en prend 
“ aucuns dans la fontaine qui ne le foient.” 

I refer you for this extract to page 27 and 28, of 
the Hiftory of the Academy of Sciences for the 
year 1748, being the quarto edition, which you was 
lo good as to lend me on this occafion *. 

The latter part of this extract, which aflerts that 
thefe blind pike are only to be found in the pool of 
Gabard, and not in the fmall river by which it com¬ 
municates with the LifTonne, fuggefts to me that it is 
generally fuppofed (and even by Lhwyd in his ad¬ 
ditions to Cambden’s Britannia) falmon are never 
caught in the lake of Bala in Merionethfhire, though 
they are frequently taken in the river Dee, juft below 
where it iflues from that lake ; whilft the contrary is 
obferved with regard to the fifh called a Gwyniad, 
which is at the fame time conceived to be peculiar to 
this lake. 

I happened myfelf once to fee a falmon of about 
fifteen pound, caught in the lake, at leaft 200 yards 

* I am likewife referred by an ingenious friend to a paffage in 
Fr. Ern. Bruckmanni Epiftola Itinerant xxxvi. Wolfenb. 1734, 
p. ro, which mentions a river in Germany, having all the trout 
blind: “ Truttae omnes (telle P. Stephan. Amiodt, de Germania 
“ in naturae operibus admiranda.p. 66.) in ftumine Fifchau prope 
Mandorf vifu deftitutae dicuntur. Vide plura apud Kirkelbeck, 
p. 809, E. Brown in Itin. p. 196. and Math. Puel in Iten. 
“ Thalaffico, p. 33.” 


E e 2 
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above the bridge through which the river Dee ifiues; 
and though I never (aw the Gwyniad taken in the 
Dee, yet I was mod authentically informed by a 
gentleman who wasprefent, thatfeveral of them were 
caught within thefe three years as low down as 
Landrillo, which is near fix meafured miles from the 
lake of Bala. 

With regard to the Gwyniad’s being peculiar to 
this lake, which is fo generally believed, I can myfelf 
mod flatly contradift this notion, as the fird parcel of 
fi(h, which I happened to fee in the market at 
Perith, in Cumberland, were of this fort, and were 
brought from the Ulles Water, which is a large lake 
not above four or five miles diftant from that town. 

I have been likewife informed, by fome people, who 
lived on the banks of Loch Lomond in Scotland, 
that fi(h anfwering to my defcription of a Gwyniad 
were often caught in that lake. I did not happen 
however, myfelf, to fee any of this fort. 

There is indeed one very driking mark in this 
fifb, which cannot but be attended to by thofe even 
who are not naturalids: they have ventral fins of a 
very deep blue ; and the belly, at mod feafons, is 
marked with fmall blue fpecks, which I do not recolledi 
to have obferved in any other fi(h of this ifland. 

I have thus endeavoured to contribute my poor mite 
with regard to the natural hiftory of Wales, which I 
have been enabled to date with fome precifion, from 
having had occafion to go twice a year into the prin¬ 
cipality, and to day fix or feven days in a particular 
place. 

When I have mentioned to fome friends, who are- 
verfed in botany, and the dudy of natural hidory, the 

neceffity 
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neceftity of a more accurate and complete hiftory of 
this kind ; I have been frequently anfwered, that they 
defpaired of making any material additions to the 
difcoveries of Rav and other naturalifts, who have 
been in many parts of this country. 

It is very true that Ray and fome of his contempora¬ 
ries were in many of the Wellh counties; it appears, 
however, by his Journal lately publifhed, that he 
flayed but a very fliort time at any place, and only 
went to the top of fome of the high mountains. 

Now, Sir, I need not fay, to a perfon of your con- 
fummate knowledge in botany, that to difcover all the 
plants of a country, one fhould at leaft, once a fort¬ 
night, fearch every part, from the time vege¬ 
tation commences, to that period of the autumn 
when it ceafes. He who fearches for pilevvort in 
July, Without knowing that it is a plant, which appears 
early in the Ipring, and that both leaves and flowers 
immediately afterwards decay, will fearch in vain : 
the botanift muft look for it in april, or not at all. 

Dillenius is the lateft botanift of reputation, who 
hath vifited thefe mountains; as 1- remember to 
have feen him a year or two before his death, I can 
venture to fay that thofe who may afterwards make 
the fame fearch, need not abfolutely delpair of new 
and material difcoveries, notwithftanding his known 
diligence and accuracy. 

He was of a very improper make for clambering 
up a rock, or mountain; and indeedit is a misfortune 
to the naturalift, that when from experience his 
knowledge becomes confiderable, his ftrength and 
activity begin to fail. 


When 
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When a ftranger, from botanical or other curiofity* 
goes to the top of a WeliCh mountain, he is obliged 
to truft implicitly to his guide, who contrives to carry 
him where he can ride on horfeback. The ftranger 
therefore proceeds in the very track, where a Iheep or 
cow can graze, which confequently crop the flowering 
Hem and leaves of the plants. 

It is in the fiflures of rocks, and the central parts of 
bogs, that the fearch for uncommon plants muft be 
made; he who looks elfewhere for them, may travel 
a great deal of ground, but will never make any mate¬ 
rial difcoveries. 

I will not detain you longer with obfervations of 
this kind, as they muft have been to you long obvious 
and familiar. I have, however, been infenfibly be¬ 
trayed into this length, by thinking, that every at¬ 
tempt to render the natural Hiftory of Great Britain 
more complete, and accurate, may not be entirely 
without its ufe. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 

Humble fervant, 

Daines Barrington* 


XXIV. An 



